In a flame-dried Schlenk bottle under argon atmosphere, Grignard reagent B (10.2 mol) was added to the Schlenk bottle. Then, in an ice-water bath, a solution of 1H-indole-4-carbaldehyde A (10 mmol) in anhydrous THF (10 mL) was added to the Schlenk bottle. Subsequently, the reaction mixture was moved to an oil bath, which was refluxed at 70 o C overnight. After the completion of the reaction indicated by TLC, the reaction mixture was quenched by saturated ammonium chloride solution and was extracted by ethyl acetate for three times. The combined organic layer was dried by anhydrous sodium sulfate, which was concentrated under the reduced pressure. The resulted residue was purified through flash chromatography on silica gel to afford the pure 4-indolylmethanols 1.
2. Characteristic data of substrates 1
Flash chromatography on silica gel (petroleum ether/ethyl acetate = 20/1), 85% yield (1.89 g), light brown solid, m.p. = 29~30℃; 1 H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.80 (s, 1H), 7.86 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 2H), 7.67 -7.55 (m, 3H), 7.48 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 3H), 7.34 -7.29 (m, 1H), 7.23 (t, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 7.00 (s, 1H); 13 C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ 133. 2, 130.4, 128.4, 128.2, 127.0, 125.8, 123.2, 122.2, 121.3, 119.8, 113.6, 111.8, 111.3, 70.3; IR (KBr): 3397, 2920 , 1652 , 1491 , 1264 ; ESI FTMS exact mass calcd for (C15H13NO-H) -222.0915 requires m/z 222.0913.
Flash chromatography on silica gel (petroleum ether/ethyl acetate = 20/1), 81% yield (1.93 g),
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white solid, m.p. = 33~34 ℃; 1 H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) δ 8.26 (s, 1H), 7.62 -7.55 (m, 1H), 7.55 -7.48 (m, 1H), 7.37 -7.28 (m, 2H), 7.20 -7.13 (m, 3H), 6.98 (d, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 6.59 (t, J = 2.7 Hz, 1H), 6.43 (s, 1H), 2.27 (s, 3H).
13 C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ 141. 1, 135.8, 134.6, 131.6, 130.4, 130.1, 127.4, 126.5, 126.0, 124.3, 122.0, 118.1, 110.9, 101.1, 71.9, 19.4 134.7, 131.5, 128.7, 128.3, 126.0, 123.9, 121.9, 120.7, 117.5, 110.6, 110.4, 101.7, 70.6 6, 137.0, 136.1, 135.7, 129.1, 126.6, 125.5, 124.2, 122.0, 117.3, 110.7, 101.3, 75.0, 21. 136.6, 135.3, 135.2, 132.7, 132.6, 129.2, 127.7, 127.2, 126.5, 124.4, 120.9, 115.5 
